REGULATIONS OF THE 2026 PLANT NOVELTIES COMPETITION

of the International Fair of Plants, Horticultural Technology and Landscape Architecture ZIELEN TO ZYCIE

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

1.5.
1.6.

ORGANIZER AND SCOPE OF THE COMPETITION

. The Organizers of the Competition are the Polish Nurserymen Association (Zwigzek Szkétkarzy Polskich) and the

Green Promotion Agency sp. z 0.0. (Agencja Promocji Zieleni sp. z 0.0.), with their registered office at Al. Jana
Pawta Il 80, unit 71, 00 175 Warsaw, hereinafter referred to as the Organizers.

The aim of the Competition is to promote plant novelties presented exclusively by the exhibitors of the
International Fair of Plants, Horticultural Technology and Landscape Architecture ZIELEN TO ZYCIE.

The subject of the Competition includes perennial plants: trees, shrubs, climbers, subshrubs and perennials from
USDA climate zones 1-7b that meet the novelty criteria.

Plant novelties are defined as taxa that have been introduced into production in Poland for the first time
recently, but not longer than 5 years ago.

The appearance of plants submitted to the Competition may not be modified using chemical agents.

Plants submitted in previous editions of the Plant Novelties Competition, the list of which is available on the
website of the Polish Nurserymen Association, may not be entered into the Competition.

2. RULES FOR SUBMITTING ENTRIES TO THE COMPETITION

2.1.

2.2.
2.3.
2.4.

2.5.

2.6.
2.6.1

2.6.2.

A plant may be submitted to the Competition by an exhibitor of the ZIELEN TO ZYCIE Fair who is its producer,
breeder, or in the case of licensed plants the holder of the licence.

The Applicant may submit novelties that are not of their own breeding.
The submitted plants should be available for sale or included in the exhibitor’s offer in the current year.

If the same plant is submitted by more than one Applicant, priority for participation in the Competition shall be
given, in the following order: a) the breeder of the submitted cultivar b) the Applicant whose submission was
received first by the Organizer.

One submission may include only one cultivar. If the Applicant wishes to submit more novelties or a series of
cultivars, each must be submitted separately.

Submission of plants to the Competition requires:

. Completing the online application form available at www.zszp.pl, containing: the name of the person or entity
submitting the novelty, information about the origin (breeder) of the novelty, a description of the
characteristic features distinguishing the plant, and the necessary consents for collecting, processing and
publishing personal data required to conduct the Competition and promote the submitted plant novelties.

Sending to the address zszp@zszp.pl at least 3 high quality digital photographs (minimum file size: 10 x 15
cm, 300 dpi), including at least one showing the full habit of the plant and the remaining ones showing its
characteristic features. The photographs must not contain any markings, logos or text. The Applicant declares
that they hold the economic copyright or licences necessary to use the submitted photographs and, upon
submission, grants the Organizers a non exclusive licence to use the photographs, including the right to grant
sublicences, in the following fields of exploitation:

a) storing the photographs in computer memory or similar devices

b) fixing and reproducing the photographs by any technique, including printing, reprography, magnetic
recording and digital techniques

c) placing the photographs on the market, lending or renting the originals or copies

d) publishing the photographs in books, catalogues, newspapers, magazines and promotional materials such
as leaflets, brochures, posters, etc., whether in printed or electronic form

e) publishing the photographs on the Internet, in particular in catalogues and databases on the Organizers’
websites and in electronic editions of the publications referred to in point 2.6.2(d)
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The Applicant authorizes the Organizers to create derivative works based on the photographs, to grant
permissions for creating derivative works to third parties, and to use and dispose of such derivative works.
The Applicant releases the Organizers from the obligation to credit the author of the photographs by name or
pseudonym. The Applicant agrees to any modifications or alterations to the photographs necessary for their
use within the fields of exploitation specified in this paragraph. The permissions and licence referred to in this
paragraph are granted without territorial or time limitations and without the right to revoke or terminate the
licence. The Applicant bears full liability towards the Organizers for any third party claims arising from the
Organizers’ use of the photographs provided by the Applicant.

2.6.3. Payment of the registration fee referred to in point 3.

2.7.

2.8.

3.

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

4.2.

All actions related to submitting plants to the Competition described in point 2.4 must be completed by 30 June
2026 at 23:59.

Submissions sent after the deadline, incomplete (including failure to provide the required number of
photographs), unpaid within the deadline specified in point 3.2, or not meeting the criteria listed in point 1.4,
will not be accepted for the Competition.

FEES

Except as provided in point 3.3, the Applicant is required to pay a registration fee of EUR 260 (gross) for each
cultivar submitted to the Competition.

Payment must be made by 30 June 2026 to the account of the Green Promotion Agency (Agencja Promocji
Zieleni): PLO8150017771217701089730000 SWIFT CODE - WBKPPLPP (Erste Bank Polska S.A.).

Exhibitors who are members of the Polish Nurserymen Association and who, as part of the activation project,
submitted their application to participate in the International Fair of Plants, Horticultural Technology and
Landscape Architecture ZIELEN TO ZYCIE by 30 January 2026, are exempt from the registration fee for one (the
first) submitted cultivar. Each additional cultivar is subject to the registration fee in accordance with point 3.1.

The registration fee will be refunded if the plant is not accepted by the verification committee responsible for
assessing compliance with these Regulations, as referred to in point 4.1 Verification of submissions, evaluation
and awarding of prizes, or if the Competition is cancelled pursuant to point 5.5.

If the Applicant withdraws from participation in the Competition after the submitted plants have been approved
by the Management Board of the Polish Nurserymen Association, as referred to in point 4.1, the registration
fee is non refundable.

VERIFICATION OF SUBMISSIONS, EVALUATION AND AWARDING OF PRIZES

. The submitted cultivars are verified for compliance with the Regulations of the 2026 Plant Novelties

Competition by the Management Board of the Polish Nurserymen Association. The Board approves the list of
plants qualified for the Competition and orders its publication on the websites of the Polish Nurserymen
Association.

The Management Board of the Polish Nurserymen Association invites individuals to the Competition Jury, who
will evaluate the submitted plants. The Board invites representatives of:

a) horticultural trade media

b) dendrological associations

c) associations of landscape architects

d) botanical gardens and arboreta

e) research institutions and universities

f) trade associations and municipal green space management units
g) aforeign expert in plant cultivar evaluation

h) a member of the Polish Nurserymen Association who is not participating in the Competition and who serves
as the chairperson of the Jury.
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4.3.

4.4,
4.5.
4.6.

5.

5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

5.4.

5.5.

6.

6.1.

6.2.

6.3.

6.4.

The Jury evaluates the plants qualified for the Competition on 2 September 2026, taking into account, among
other factors: the innovativeness of the submitted cultivars, distinguishing features of the novelties, ornamental
and functional qualities, and the quality of the nursery material presented.

The Jury may award the following statuettes: gold, silver, bronze, as well as distinctions.
The Jury’s decision is final, irrevocable and not subject to any legal claims.

The results of the Competition will be announced to the public on 3 September 2026 during the opening
ceremony of the Fair and will also be published on the websites of the Polish Nurserymen Association and the
International Fair of Plants, Horticultural Technology and Landscape Architecture ZIELEN TO ZYCIE.

ORGANIZATIONAL DETAILS

The plants qualified for the Competition will be displayed at the competition stand located within the
International Fair of Plants, Horticultural Technology and Landscape Architecture ZIELEN TO ZYCIE 2026.

Plants must be delivered one day before the opening of the Fair, i.e. on Wednesday, 2 September 2026, by
12:00, to the Fair Organizer’s office on the exhibition grounds (Warsaw EXPO XXI Centre, Pradzynskiego 12/14,
Warsaw), in a quantity of 1 to 10 specimens, depending on plant size. Due to the height of the hall, it is
recommended that submitted plants do not exceed 3.0 m in height.

The Organizer reserves the right to refuse the placement of any advertising or promotional materials belonging
to the Applicant alongside the displayed plants, unless prior consent has been obtained from the Organizers.

The submitted plants will be displayed at a dedicated competition stand during the Fair. Applicants may collect
their plants on 5 September 2026 after 14:00.

The Organizers reserve the right to cancel the Competition if the number of qualified novelties does not exceed
15.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Portraits and descriptions of the plants submitted to the Competition will be published in the 2027 Polish
Nurserymen Association Nursery Catalogue, and a photograph of the plant awarded the gold statuette will
appear on the cover.

As part of the promotion of the submitted plants, an additional award THE JOURNALISTS’ DISTINCTION will be
granted by representatives of horticultural trade media (editors of Polish and foreign nursery and gardening
magazines) through email voting, as well as by gardeners and plant enthusiasts through an ONLINE PUBLIC VOTE
organized on Facebook and/or Instagram.

Information about the plants submitted to the Competition will be published on the websites of the Polish
Nurserymen Association and the International Fair of Plants, Horticultural Technology and Landscape
Architecture ZIELEN TO ZYCIE 2026, as well as on the Organizers’ social media channels.

Information about the awarded and distinguished plants will be provided to horticultural trade publishers in
Poland and leading foreign media.
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